REGULAR MEETING
June 14, 2011
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, was held in the
City Council Chamber at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 14, 2011. Mayor Jake Middleton presided at the
meeting, which was opened with prayer by Reverend Jones.

MAYOR & BOARD
PRESENT

ELECTED OFFICIALS
ABSENT

John „Jake‟ Middleton
Mayor
Joyce Arceneaux-Mathis
Alderwoman, Ward 1
J. “Ricky” Gray, Jr.
Alderman, Ward 2

CITY OFFICIALS &
DEPARTMENT HEADS
Donnie Holloway, City Clerk
Coretta Logan, Deputy Clerk
Diane Holland, Deputy City Clerk
Everett Sanders, City Attorney
Sabrena Bartley, Senior Center
Oliver Stewart, Fire Chief
Salena Edwards, Recreation
Natchez Democrat

Bob Pollard
Alderman, Ward 3
Ernest “Tony” Fields
Alderman, Ward 4
Mark Fortenbery
Alderman, Ward 5
Daniel Dillard
Alderman, Ward 6

MINUTES APPROVED
A motion was made by Alderman Pollard to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the Regular and
Finance Meetings of May 24, 2011 and adopt the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Fortenbery. The motion carried unanimously.

OPENING OF BIDS
Mayor Middleton opened an acknowledged the bids for construction.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis made a motion to take all bids under advisement. Seconded by Alderman Fields.
The motion carried unanimously.

VISITORS WELCOMED
No Visitors

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Alderman Dillard discussed that the City Engineer will put together a bid packet to address unacceptable grass
appearance of the medians and byways coming into and out of Natchez. He added that advertisement to the
public for bids will be within a month or so. He further stated that he would like the sweeper truck to
begin sweeping the medians.
He added that he would like to see them cut and taken care of. He further added that this is going to be a major
issue that needs to be addressed.
Mr. Gardner stated that he can put together a bid packet for the medians and byways and bring it back to the
board. He added that there are a lot of things that can be done to cut the operation cost down.
Mayor Middleton stated that Mr. White of MDOT indicated that they are only giving the city enough funds for
three cuttings per year which is based on 75 acres. He added that they are also considering a spraying program.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS
Chief Stewart – Fire Department
Chief Stewart recognized two firemen Oswalt and Hugg, for doing an outstanding job on rescuing two children
from a house fire. He added that they were able to quickly remove the children without anyone getting hurt.
Mayor Middleton stated that their heroic efforts are greatly appreciated.
Alderman Pollard read a letter expressing the professionalism and courage of the Natchez firefighters at 18
North Circle Drive house fire.

Bob Nix –Planning Department
Mr. Nix’s Report:
Background:
The staff prepared an application to fund one or both of two projects that was submitted to
the state Division of Historic Preservation Certified Local Government grant program. The proposed grant to
fund a “Living in Natchez” informational brochure to distribute to the public was approved.
Attached are the award letter and the funding agreement for your information and review. During the Finance
Committee meeting on Tuesday, June 14th, I will appear to address any questions or concerns that you may
have. Then, during the regular session I will request your approval of the agreement, and authorization for the
Mayor to sign it and transmit it to the state.
The agreement requires a 50% city match, which was approved to be provided in the form of in-kind services.
The “consultant” listed on the Project Budget form is the Historic Natchez Foundation, which will provide
volunteer in-kind services as part of the match. The value of those services is shown in the Project Budget
form. This does not represent an expense chargeable to the city. The remaining contributions are the time of
city staff involved in the project, which has been estimated and valued in the project. The staff will keep time
sheets showing time spent on the grant to document their hours.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis made a motion to accept the Certified Local Government Grant to
prepare a “Living in Natchez” brochure with matching funds to come from in-kind services, and
authorize the Mayor to sign and transmit the grant agreement to the state. Seconded by Alderman
Pollard. The motion carried unanimously.

David Gardner – Engineering

Mr. Gardner stated that the City of Natchez has been awarded a $25,000 solid waste assistance grant that will
clean up four sites.
Mr. Gardner asked for authorization to allow the mayor to sign all necessary documents to get the draft started
on the solid waste grant.
Alderman Gray made a motion to allow the mayor to sign all necessary documents to get the draft
started on the solid waste grant. Seconded by Alderman Fields. The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Gardner stated that he recommend that the award go with the low bid of -$11.00 from Wilkinson Welding
and Fabrication of Ridgecrest, LA and further authorize the mayor to enter into the contract.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis made a motion to award the low bid of -$11.00 to Wilkinson Welding
and Fabrication of Ridgecrest, LA and further authorize the mayor to enter into the contract. Seconded
by Alderman Dillard. The motion carried unanimously.

CITY OFFICIALS‟ REPORT
ALDERWOMAN ARCENEAUX-MATHIS – WARD 1
Alderwoman Arceneaux Mathis made a motion to appropriate $2,500 to the Firework Committee from
the pool fund. Seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion carried unanimously.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis discussed the grass and snakes concerns with the adjudicated properties on
Irving Street that backs up to Pogo Street. She added that this is a recurring event and asked Public Works
continues to spray that area.
ALDERMAN GRAY – WARD 2
Alderman Gray read the Police report for the month of May.
Alderman Gray discussed his concerns about cutting down the hump on Concord. He also discussed that there is
a large sink hole on 114 Ivy Lane.
Alderman Gray asked about Fire Protection assistance from the county. Mr. Holloway stated that the City
Attorney will be getting with the County Attorney to discuss the matter.
Alderman Gray asked for an update on the Daisy Street Project.
Mr. Gardner stated that he is waiting on the right of way map. He added that they will be advertising for
construction shortly.
Alderman Gray stated that he would like to thank the Youth department from Jefferson United Methodist
Church for helping at the Watkins Street Cemetery.
Alderman Gray discussed kudzu concerns on the main stretch. He added that the kudzu issued needs to be
addressed before it grows onto the street.
Alderman Gray discussed the need for evaluation performance forms of all department heads.
Alderman Gray expressed his condolences to the families that have lost loved ones.

ALDERMAN POLLARD – WARD 3
Alderman Pollard discussed the wonderful job that Connie Taunton and her staff did for the Elevance event that
was held. He added that it was a very large crowd and everyone enjoyed it.
ALDERMAN FIELDS – WARD 4
Alderman Fields asked everyone to participate to the Relay for Life. He added that it will start Friday at
6:30pm.
Alderman Fields announced the several locations that Cable One customers can pay their bill.
Alderman Fields discussed that there is still a problem with deposing of debris from lots.
Alderman Gray stated that the county has a truck that can pick up the debris and dump it in the truck. He added
that the city should look into discussing the matter with the county.
Alderman Fields stated that the easement issue needs to be resolved on 711 Martin Luther King.
Alderman Fields ask about the traffic problem on Arlington and St. Charles Avenue.
Mr. Rick Freeman stated that he will be checking into it.
Alderman Fields stated that there is suspicious activity at the old public works building. He added that there
needs to be a cast iron fence placed instead of the chain.
Alderman Fields thanked the club owners for their cooperation. He asked Chief Mullins to assist the club owner
on East Franklin, because the people are outside loitering.
ALDERMAN FORTENBERY – WARD 5
Alderman Fortenbery discussed that the trash will need to be cleaned after the Relay for Life event. He asked
Mr. Atkins to see that the area will be cleaned after the event.
Alderman Fortenbery stated that the Bowles Alley retaining wall is completed. He added that it came in under
half the cost it was budgeted for.

ALDERMAN DILLARD – WARD 6
Alderman Dillard discussed the request for quotes on repairing the irrigation pumps.
Alderman Dillard stated that there are two historic fire apparatuses that are at the John R Junkin Station that are
in dire need of attention. He added that he would like the board to consider moving the apparatuses to be
displayed at the Convention Center or somewhere out of the weather.
Alderman Dillard made a motion to remove the two fire apparatuses from the John R Junkin Station to
be placed at a secured location to be worked out through the Mayor‟s Office. Seconded by Alderman
Fortenbery. The motion carried unanimously.

Alderman Dillard discussed the city’s revenues. He stated that with the lost revenues from the boat that we are
going to anticipate loss of revenue. He added that information from the City Clerk’s Office must be obtained as
soon as possible to amend our spending accordingly. He further stated that he strongly suggest to the board that
we take immediate action to freeze all hiring, major purchases, and raises.

CITY CLERK‟S REPORT, DONNIE HOLLOWAY
Mr. Holloway stated that he received a bid from River Homes, LLC of $42,500 for the property at the corner of
Ratcliff and Park Place. He asked that the board accept the bid from River Homes, LLC.
Alderman Dillard made a motion to accept the bid from River Homes, LLC of $42,500 for the property
at the corner of Ratcliff and Park Place. Seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Holloway stated that he would like the board to approve docket number 6160 – 6456 and 5725 to 6154.
Alderman Fortenbery made a motion to approve docket number 6160 – 6456 and 5725 to 6154.
Seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion carried with Alderman Dillard opposing.

CITY ATTORNEY‟S REPORT, Everett Sanders
Attorney Sanders presented an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Natchez and the Adams County Board
of Supervisors in connection with the continuation of the Metro Narcotics Division for a one year renewal.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis made a motion to enter into an Interlocal Agreement between the City of
Natchez and the Adams County Board of Supervisors in connection with the continuation of the Metro
Narcotics Division for a one year renewal. Seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion carried
unanimously.
Alderwoman Arceneaux-Mathis made a motion to that the City Attorney, City Clerk, the Mayor, and
Alderman Pollard and the get with county to formulate what they want to present in terms of the fire
CPI. Seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR‟S REPORT
Mayor Middleton stated that he had a request $350 for the Minorville Jubilee. He added that it will be the last
Saturday in July.
Alderman Fields made a motion to allow $350 for the Minorville Jubilee. Seconded by Alderman Gray.
The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Alderman Pollard made a motion to suspend the rules to allow cancellation of June 28 th board meeting.
Seconded by Alderman Pollard. The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Alderman Fields, seconded by Alderman Fortenbery to Adjourn the Regular
Meeting of June 14, 2011. The motion carried unanimously.

ATTEST:

___________________________
DONNIE HOLLOWAY
CITY CLERK

________________________
JAKE MIDDLETON
MAYOR

