FINANCE MEETING
April 23, 2013

The Finance Meeting of the City of Natchez met in the Council Chambers on Tuesday, April 23, 2013, at
4:30 p.m.
PRESENT:

Alderwoman Joyce Arceneaux‐Mathis Ward 1
Alderman Rickey Gray
Ward 2
Alderwoman Sarah Carter Smith
Ward 3
Alderman Tony Fields
Ward 4
Alderman Dan Dillard
Ward 6

ABSENT:

Mayor Larry L. “Butch Brown
Alderman Mark Fortenbery

ALSO PRESENT:

Ward 5

City Clerk Donnie Holloway
City Attorney Hyde Carby
Temple Hendricks, Board Secretary
Chief Oliver Stewart, Fire Department
Frankie Legaux, Planning and Zoning Director

Frankie Legaux advised that she will be asking for adoption of three ordinances. To provide background,
the ICC was established in 1994 as a non‐profit to provide a safeguard for people at home, school and
the workplace. The codes are updated every three years. One of the main changes in the 2012 property
maintenance code is the incorporation of industrial districts. The new Environmental Court will hear
these issues. Per Hyde Carby, the ICC supersedes the City’s code where there is a conflict.
Mrs. Legaux provided a handout from the Natchez Development Code and changes are shown in red on
page one. One issue which Fred Galler has is the requirement of dwelling units to have sprinkler units.
The State Fire Marshal had exempted this section (shown at the end of the paragraph on page 2). The
other handouts were ordinances 2013‐1, 2013‐2 and 2013‐3. Mrs. Legaux said the new codes have been
ordered and they have gone through all of them to place the city in compliance with what the code has
listed. Mrs. Legaux said most of the building codes would be referred to Mr. Galler.
Fire Chief Oliver Stewart appeared to discuss a boat that the Fire Department has. Hyde Carby said, for
the BOA’s benefit, the City had been approached by an individual about buying a boat that the Fire
Department has and they no longer use. A state statute addresses auctioning off items. The main
question is if the Fire Department has a use for the boat. Chief Stewart said unrepaired, the Fire
Department cannot use it. The Fire Department would use the boat for river rescue but they do have a
smaller boat that they can use. Chief Stewart said that it’s hard to get anyone to work on the motor as
it is so old; the fellow interested in buying the boat has his own motor. The interested buyer will allow
the FD to use the boat.
Alderman Dillard asked who performs rescues in the water now. Chief Stewart said that the Natchez FD
does the rescue and dragging if a drowning. Alderman Dillard clarified that the larger boat is only used
for rescue in larger bodies of water, such as the MS River.
Alderwoman Arceneaux‐Mathis asked Chief Stewart if he’d attempted to contact other cities to see if
they have a boat or motor that we can use; he said that he had not. Alderwoman Arceneaux‐Mathis
advised that the USDA was providing fire trucks and police cars at one time. She asked Chief Stewart to
contact Trina George with the USDA. Chief Stewart is to see if any way to replace the motor before we
get rid of the boat.
Alderman Dillard asked what services the Coast Guard provides. Chief Stewart said that the Coast Guard
assists in dragging. Stewart said that Natchez FD has only drug for bodies once in the last ten years.
Alderman Gray asked if the Sheriff’s boat can be used for dragging; Chief Stewart said yes.
Upon more discussion, Alderwoman Arceneaux‐Mathis asked why is there a discussion of the FD
repairing the boat if there is another boat that can be used.

Hyde Carby stated that should there be an emergency and the proposed buyer is using it, the FD would
not be able to use the boat. Alderwoman Arceneaux‐Mathis suggested that the boat issue be put on
hold until Chief Stewart has gotten more information—he’s to call other river cities to see what they’re
using, check into the state’s surplus property, etc. Alderman Gray reminded Chief Stewart to check
with the USDA.
A motion was made by Alderman Gray to close the meeting to make a determination that a valid
reason exists to go into Executive Session. Hyde Carby advised that the sale of three parcels of land
needed to be discussed and a personnel issue had come up that morning.
Hyde Carby advised that it had been determined that a valid reason existed to go into Executive Session
which was to discuss the sale of three parcels and a personnel issue.
After meeting in Executive Session, Alderwoman Carter Smith made the motion to go out of Executive
Session and adjourn to the Regular Meeting of the Board of Aldermen. Alderman Gray seconded the
motion which carried unanimously.

_______________________________
Joyce Arceneaux‐Mathis
Mayor Pro Tempore

Attest:

____________________________
Donnie Holloway, City Clerk

